Ondine Gross, MS, Ed.M
School Psychologist, Licensed Therapist, Educational Consultant, and
Author of Restore the Respect: How to Mediate School Conflicts and Keep
Students Learning
Ondine Gross, M.S., Ed.M., is a school psychologist, licensed therapist, and
educational consultant. She is the author of Restore the Respect: How to Mediate
School Conflicts and Keep Students Learning. She has worked in California and
Illinois public schools for over 30 years and now presents workshops to school
districts and at conferences to promote social-emotional wellness, mediation, and
trauma-informed practices. The California Association of School Psychologists
named her an “Outstanding School Psychologist” and in June of 2018, Ondine was added to the Fulbright
Specialist Roster. For more information, please see ondinegross.com.

Circuit Judge Clint Hull
Sixteenth Judicial Circuit
Judge Clint Hull is a Circuit Court Judge in the 4th Judicial Sub-Circuit. He was
appointed an Associate Judge in 2009 and elected to his current position this past
November. He is currently assigned to the Criminal Division and presides over
felony cases. Prior to that assignment he served as the Presiding Judge of the
Juvenile Division for two years hearing both juvenile delinquency and abuse/neglect
cases. Judge Hull also served as the Presiding Judge of the Kane County Mental
Health Court from 2012 – 2017. Prior to being appointed as an Associate Judge, he
served as the First Assistant State’s Attorney in Kane County. As the First Assistant
he was the second in command and worked directly under the State’s Attorney John
Barsanti. Prior to serving as the First Assistant State’s Attorney Judge Hull served as a prosecutor in both
Kane and DeKalb Counties. Judge Hull was born and raised in St. Charles. He graduated from St. Charles
High School in 1985, the University of Illinois in 1990 and DePaul Law School in 1993. He lives in St. Charles
with his wife and four children. He has been active in his community and has been recognized for his service
with the 2018 Charlemagne Award from the St. Charles Chamber of Commerce and the 2017 Barth Award
from Tri-City Family Services.

Michael Isaacson, MPH
Assistant Director of Community Health
Kane County Health Department
1240 N Highland Ave Suite 24
Aurora, IL 60506
(630) 208-3140
Michael Isaacson, MPH currently serves as the Assistant Director of Community
Health at the Kane County Health Department. He started at the health
department immediately after graduating from Benedictine University and has
been there for eighteen years. During that time he has had the opportunity to
manage multiple health programs addressing a variety of topics that include behavioral health, chronic
disease prevention, early childhood issues, and emergency preparedness. He has served on the executive
leadership team of the health department for the past ten years where he has played a key role in conducting
community assessments, establishing annual budgets, participating in strategic planning and implementing
and managing new programs. He has served on the executive council of the Illinois Public Health
Association. He has been appointed to serve on both the Illinois Chronic Disease Task Force and the Illinois
Enhanced Physical Education Task Force. He has been a grant reviewer for the US Surgeon General’s Office
and co-led health department activities in the Chicago area that lead to the region becoming among the first to
be recognized as Public Health Ready by the National Association of County and City Health Officials. In
2015, his team’s work to implement quality improvement projects with medical providers to increase smoking
cessation among low-income patients was recognized with a National Model Practice Award. Currently,
Michael serves as the project director for the Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation funded project to
improve the system of care for mental health for youth and their families in Kane County.

Angela Jackson, LCSW
Public Service Administrator High-Risk Intact Family
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services
Ms. Jackson is a High-Risk Intact Family Public Service Administrator
supervising workers in Elgin, Aurora, Joliet, and Kankakee. Ms. Jackson is
headquartered at the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Aurora Field Office. Ms. Jackson received a Bachelor’s of Art Degree in
Psychology with a Minor in Religion from Boston University and a Master’s
Degree in Social Work from Aurora University with a concentration in the field of
mental health. Ms. Jackson completed internships at the Ecker Center for Mental Health Crisis Residential
Program as well as the Association for Individual Development as a Crisis Intervention Specialist while at
Aurora University. Ms. Jackson became a Licensed Clinical Social Worker in June of 2015.
Ms. Jackson has 17 years of experience in the mental health and child welfare fields. Ms. Jackson held
several positions at the Ecker Center for Mental Health beginning in the medical records department prior to
her graduation from Boston University. Ms. Jackson returned to the Ecker Center in 2002 and worked in the
HUD Supported Apartment Program. She became the agency’s Intake Coordinator in January of 2003. Ms.
Jackson was promoted to the position of Intensive Case Manager in June of 2003 while continuing her role of
Intake Coordinator until September of that year. Ms. Jackson maintained her position as an Intensive Case
Manager until she left the agency in September of 2007. Ms. Jackson began her career with DCFS in May of
2008 as an Intact Family Child Welfare Specialist in the Woodstock Field Office serving McHenry County. Ms.
Jackson transferred to the Elgin Field Office in May of 2011 and continued to service Intact Families until the
department reorganization in 2012 when she was certified as a Child Protection Specialist in October that
year. Ms. Jackson returned to serving High-Risk Intact Families in Kane and Kendall Counties in January
2013 as a Child Welfare Advanced Specialist. Ms. Jackson promoted to her current position of Public Service
Administrator in July of this year and is excited to share her experience and knowledge of serving high-risk
intact families with her workers.

Elba J. Karim, LCPC, CCTP
Founder and Executive and Clinical Director
Roots and Wings Counseling Consultants, LLC,
a program providing trauma treatment, training, and education.
Elba J. Karim is a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor and a Certified
Clinical Trauma Professional with nearly 30 years of clinical experience
serving children, individuals, families, and organizations. Elba is a member
of the Illinois Children's Justice Task Force and numerous professional
organizations. She is trained in the principles of Theraplay and Trust-Based
Relationship Intervention, Dyadic Developmental Psychotherapy, Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy, Attachment-Focused Family Therapy, and Attachment-Focused Parenting, as well as being certified
as an Extended Forensic Interviewer. She believes in providing services that are evidence-based and
trauma-informed. She uses a collaborative approach that attends to the family and systems of which her
clients are part. She provides consultation and training to educational systems, the judicial system,
faith-based organizations, CASA, adoption networks, Children’s Advocacy Centers, and other community
partners. She has a special interest in supporting children with Reactive Attachment Disorder, attachment
insecurity, complex developmental trauma, posttraumatic stress disorder, child abuse-including childhood
sexual abuse and neglect, therapeutic parenting, foster and adoptive parents, LGBTQ individuals and families,
as well as children and youth who are exploring sexual orientation and/or identity. Elba also provides trauma
response services to the community and child welfare, including school shootings, witnesses and intended
victims of murder, and other high profile highly complex trauma cases. She is a previous presenter to the
American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children, Champions of Children's Conference, CASA,
Chicago Area Families for Adoption, the Kane County Child Advocacy Center, school districts, faith-based
organizations, and others. She was also one of the therapists who provided crisis intervention at Northern
Illinois University following the mass shooting there in 2008. She teaches sexuality and relationship curricula
to middle and high school youth. She is the mother of four children (including one who joined the family
through adoption) in a multiracial family. She is the founder of Roots and Wings Counseling Consultants, LLC
in St. Charles, Illinois.

Kimberly Kowall, M.Ed.
Illinois Park Interventionist
School District U-46
Kimberly Kowall has been in School District U-46 for her entire education
career. She has been an interventionist for 3 years at Illinois Park Early
Learning Center and before that was a preschool teacher since 2000. Kim
received her Early Childhood Teaching Degree from the University of Illinois
and has since received her Masters in Special Education and Principal
Endorsement. She is in her third year of being a The Best Start for Families
Facilitator and has 2 children ages 12 and 10.

Apryl Lowe, MS
Principal of Illinois Park
School District U-46
Apryl Lowe has been principal at Illinois Park Elementary For 8 years. Prior to
that, she began her teaching career at Independence Early Learning Center
for 7 years. She also worked as an Early Reading First Coach in the U-46
District and taught at Illinois Park Early Learning Center for two years. In
addition to teaching in the U-46 District, Ms. Lowe was Preschool Coordinator
for Geneva School District 304 for three years before she accepted the
position of Principal of Illinois Park.
Apryl holds an undergraduate degree in Early Childhood/ Special Education
from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, a Master’s Degree from National Louis University and a second
Master’s Degree and Administrative Endorsement from Northern Illinois University.
Apryl has been married for 17 years and has two sons, 15 and 13 years old.

Char Rivette, MSW, LCSW
Executive Director
Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center
Char Rivette has served as Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center’s
Executive Director since 2009. In addition to overseeing the operations of
the not-for-profit entity, she facilitates the Multidisciplinary Leadership Team
housed at ChicagoCAC, which includes members of Chicago Police
Department, Department of Children & Family Services, Cook County
State’s Attorney’s Office and Cook County Health and Hospitals System.
During her tenure, the organization has grown by more than 50 percent and
expanded its building by 75 percent, allowing for expanded investigative
services and support, mental health services, outreach and prevention, and
collaborative partnerships. Ms. Rivette currently serves as the Chair of the Illinois Children’s Justice Task
Force, and she is on the board of Changing Children’s Worlds, a not-for-profit organization focusing on
strengthening parenting to prevent abuse. In addition, she is active on the statewide and national levels in
collaborating with other leaders within the children’s advocacy center movement to advance the cause
and increase the positive impact of their work. Ms. Rivette holds more than 25 years of experience in the
field of child abuse and mental health, beginning her work in direct clinical services to abused and
traumatized children. Prior to her arrival at ChicagoCAC, she served as Chief of Program Operations at
Little City Foundation. She also held positions at Our Children’s Homestead and DuPage County Health
Department. Ms. Rivette earned a master’s degree in social work from the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor and is a licensed clinical social worker.

Sarah E. Seberger
Assistant State’s Attorney
Kane County State’s Attorney’s Office
Sarah Seberger is an Assistant State’s Attorney for Kane County. She has been
with the office since 2013. She is assigned to the felony trial bureau which handles
a variety of offenses including violent crimes and gun cases. Her previous
assignment with the office was in its Special Prosecution Unit where she
prosecuted financial crimes. She is also Kane County State’s Attorney Joe
McMahon’s designee to the Kane County Juvenile Justice Council. She earned her
Juris Doctorate from the University of Missouri School of Law along with a
certificate in Dispute Resolution. She received a Bachelor of Arts in Business
Administration from Truman State University. She grew up in Kane County and returned to the area after
receiving her degrees. Sarah serves as a director on the Kane County Bar Foundation board and volunteers
with the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics.

Kimberly Svevo-Cianci, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Changing Children’s Worlds Foundation
Kimberly Svevo, Ph.D., is CEO, Changing Children's Worlds Foundation
(CCWF), and Founder, International Child/Parent Development Program
(ICDP-USA), in Geneva, Illinois. CCWF works locally, nationally and
internationally to prevent violence against children through universal and targeted
prevention and early intervention on the community level, with institutions,
professionals and families. CCWF was awarded the 2013-2015 Pritzker Early Education Foundation grant for
ICDP programs throughout several Chicago high-risk communities. President of the Child Rights and
Protection Consultancy-International (CRPCI) since 2008. she has focused on leveraging children’s rights (UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child) to strengthen the protection of children from violence and maltreatment.
Major consultation and training projects included Belarus, Colombia, Georgia, Nigeria, Russia, South Africa &
USA, to leverage child rights and protection-related national policy-making to strengthen inter-sectoral CP
services and systems. From 1995 until September 2008, Kimberly served as Executive Director, the
International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN), with members in over 180
countries, working with UNICEF, WHO, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, NGO, and government
leaders. Fluent in French and functional in Spanish, she holds Masters and Ph.D. degrees in Human and
Organizational Development/Systems.

Jan Waters, MS, LCPC
Senior Director of Clinical Services
Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center
Jan Waters manages the
mental health services and the PATHH collaboration (a network of treatment
providers seeking to improve service delivery for children needing mental health
services in Chicago) at ChicagoCAC.
She has 20 years of clinical and managerial experience and working with children and
adults who have experienced abuse and other types of trauma with a subspecialty in
working with individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. She has extensive training and
experience providing clinical interventions, as well as volunteer services, to children and adults who have
experienced child sexual abuse and sexual assault. Prior to working at ChicagoCAC, Ms. Waters managed
the community mental health programs for the Canadian Mental Health Association Kawartha Lakes Branch,
where services focused on chronically and severely mentally ill individuals as well as building community
mental health for the broader community. Prior to that, she was Director of Clinical Services for Little City
Foundation, an agency specializing in services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Ms. Waters has presented and offered trainings internationally on topics such as developmental
psychotherapy, trauma, autism, and mindfulness. She is a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor in Illinois
and holds a Master in Counseling Psychology from Benedictine University. The training on vicarious trauma is
based on a course developed by the Headington Institute and designed to provide information and resources
to individuals who work in fields where they may be exposed to trauma. Through the training, attendees will
learn the definition of vicarious trauma, will be able to assess and examine for themselves if they are
susceptible to or are impacted by vicarious trauma, and will learn strategies for building resiliency against
vicarious trauma.

