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Our Mission is for every child and adolescent to be supported in 
positive development by caregivers and professionals within loving, 

non-violent families and peaceful communities. 
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CCWF Board Chairman Letter
Dear Changing Children’s World Foundation (CCWF) Friends and Supporters,

The year 2020 was a most challenging year due to COVID Pandemic, limiting our on-site meetings 
but successful due to our abilities to adapt to Virtual Classes and later a combination model on-
site and virtual (going forward this will be our method of instruction). Your support, perseverance 
and sacrifices enabled us to bring Empathy-based Parenting & Family Relationship support to more 
than 140 parents/caregivers and 485 children, directly and through their caregivers. What I am 
most impressed about the work of CCWF is how strong, despite our limited resources and COVID, 
the impacts of our Empathy based programs have in terms of positive relationships and well-being 
outcomes for families and children.  The evidence is clear in the analytical feedback for each of the 
programs we conduct in our Correctional Institutions, School Districts and Parental Programs. Just 
imagine what we could achieve with more resources, financial support and no pandemic.  

Since 2010, our fund-raising events, key grants, corporate donors and individual contributions have 
enabled CCWF to conduct over 125 parenting programs consisting of Parenting Learning Groups 
ranging from 9 to 20 weeks per program.  Further, we have offered community workshop series 
ranging from 1 to 6 weeks for larger groups and one-on-one parenting coaching as well.

The key to CCWF’s success over the past 10 years is our unique “THE BEST START For Families-A 
Health Equity Approach,” based on the “International Child/Parenting Development Program,” which 
offers a specific emphasis on supporting and nurturing parents who either may not have experienced 
empathy-based parenting themselves, or who are in circumstances where such support is a healing 
reminder of the good (vs. injury) that we can do by using strengths-based child-rearing to raise our 
children up to be strong and successful.  

I see the need for CCWF to continue programs in support of Military/Military Spouses & Children, 
First or Front-Line Responders, Parents separated from children for extended travel, and Separated 
or Divorcing parents - through CCWF’s universal, public health approach, “The Best Start” provides 
strengthening support for ALL. 

“The Best Start” supports health equity by building resilience and strength in our professionals, as 
well as broader institutional personnel, parents and in children - to be better equipped with social/
emotional skills.  These skills are critical to being able to learn and to succeed in a job and society 
long-term, or simply put … “to face the challenges of the world.”
THANK YOU!  The CCWF Board of Directors, Staff, Volunteers and Facilitators, our Partner 
Professionals and the Parents and Children we serve appreciate your vital contributions to Changing 
their World for the better.  All “Stand up for Kids!  For the future: Every Parent, Every Child – a 
Superhero!”

Special Note: For 2021 we all must do our part to re-start our programs in support of First Line 
Responder’s who valiantly provided selfless service fighting CORONAVIRUS.  More than ever 
programs will provide a positive impact to our Nations mental recovery.

Colonel Jake Wyatt, M.A. (retired)
CCWF Chairman Letter December 31, 2020



CCWF Highlights, History, and Vision
Thank you for your support throughout 2020.  It wasn’t the year we had expected and looked forward to.  In fact, 
we know that many of you have experienced extraordinary challenges, stress, hardships and loss.   Yet, 2020 was 
still a year of coming together, joining forces with our partners and the families we serve, to support one another.  

We know that many of you are unsung heroes - whether in supporting your community members, your family 
members and also for your continued belief in and support of non-profit organizations like the Changing Children’s 
Worlds Foundation - helping us make it through the year and look ahead to a stronger, better future because of all 
we have gone through together.   It will be hard to share only a few highlights here, please know there are more 
stories, more champions, more successes, despite the pandemic and despite the lack of services and support that 
so many of our families faced in the past year.  

2020 Highlights: With our partners at University of Chicago, Chapin Hall and Northwestern University - we are also 
pleased to report on 2014-2020 “ICDP: Best Start for Families-A Health Equity Approach” Evaluation Results on 
over 500 caregivers.  They demonstrate “The Best Start’s” high potential to support parents and caregivers while 
providing positive, non-violent parenting support through its guideline-based relationship-building curriculum.  The 
ICDP-USA Best Start study shows evidence of increases in parental self-efficacy, positive parent-child interaction, 
and positive discipline and decreases in psychological and physically aggressive/abusive approaches to discipline. 

“Best Start for Families” Parenting Programs barely skipped a beat with several partners.  Parents and Schools told 
us they did not want to stop our supportive Parenting Learning Groups or complementary Children’s Programs - so 
with the support of our U-46 Illinois Park Early Childhood Center (Elgin) partners, we quickly developed policies, 
procedures, more robust online educational resources, the technology and the expertise needed to adeptly 
transition to On-line programming.

We used the time to strengthen our “Best Start-All About YOUth” program, and to train a new cohort of AAY 
Coaches - ranging from U-46 Schools, NIU, AU, and community partners.  In 2021, we will launch this program in 
new, innovative ways to support Youth and their Families!  More on this soon.

Finally, financial viability was achieved through strong support of donors and friends who adapted with us when our 
2020 Annual Spring Fundraiser was cancelled due to COVID - they supported our Micro-Fundraisers:  Spring Silent 
Auction; Gia Mia-hosted Celebration of Champions of Empathy; Farnsworth House Tour; and virtual Holiday Concert 
Celebration - ensuring we achieved the financial base we required.  Critical government “protection” support also 
helped us achieve financial stability last year.

We also recognize the importance of contributions from the Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley, Steve 
Arnold, FONA International, Inc., the 100-Men-Who-Give; Jeffrey Zaluda, the STC American Legion and VFW 
Posts, from Wyatt Consulting, the STC Kiwanis Club, Jackson Life Insurance, from Dennis & Debra Carr, Chuck 
Miles, Darlene Reinke, Julie Pouilly, Richard Krugman and many more.  Thank you for standing by us in 2020 - you 
gave us strength! Our commitment to you is to serve a broader outreach of families and communities in 2021, 
especially those hardest struck by the pandemic’s impact.  Please let us know how else you think we might help your 
community.

History and Mission: Founded in 2011, incorporated with tax exempt status in February 2012, the Changing Children’s 
World Foundation (CCWF) envisions a world where adult caregivers and professionals employ empathy- based, trauma-
informed caring and support to children, youth and their parents - through a universal public health approach which 
ensures that families receive child-rearing support as a natural part of our society. 

by Kimberly Svevo-Cianci, PhD, CCWF Executive Director, December 31, 2019



“Being aware of things on a deeper level.”
- Caregiver from Virtual “Best Start” Program

* Numbers include Programs that started in 2019 and carried over into 2020

The Changing Children’s Worlds Foundation
2020 Program Statistics: “The Best Start for Families -

A Health Equity Approach” & “All About YOUth”



CCWF 2020 Champions of Empathy

Amy Eccher M.S. 
StatCAT Consulting

Brian Magnan, CFP
Wells Fargo Co.

Chuck Miles, PMP, MBA
Association for Individual 

Development

Sheriff Hain
Kane County

Kevin Burns
Geneva Mayor

Phil Hahn
Hahn’s Bakery

Changing Children’s Worlds Foundation gratefully recognizes the 
following 2020 Champions of Empathy for their wonderful Empathy, 
Dedicated Support, and Generosity towards the Changing Children’s 
Worlds Foundation, its mission, and the families and communities it 
serves through “The Best Start for Families” programs.

“I will implement the guidelines into our daily activities so that we can 
form a positive habit that we follow. Also, we will try to help other families 
that we know to discuss what we learned and working on to improve to 
help them to pick up some good tips.”
- Caregiver from an Exceptional Families “Best Start” Program

“I learned I’m having the same experiences as other parents to an extent 
and some concrete examples of exercising patience.”

- Caregiver from IL Park Center for Early Learning “Best Start” Program:



 CCWF’s 2020 gross receipts were $195,206. A $217,739 financial value was contributed in volunteer 
time and in-kind materials. A grand total of $412,945 was reached combining financial and in-kind 
contributions. The majority of the funds are grants, contracts, and funds raised to support our programs.

 Our grand total expenditures for the year ending December 31, 2020, totaled $405,046 plus $7,500 
accrual for 2021. We continue to be very conservative. CCWF’s largest expenditure area was 85% of expenses 
towards our educational program services. These psycho-social educational services were provided either 
directly by CCWF or in conjunction with partner institutions, such as schools, mental health, and social services, 
advocacy centers, detention centers, jails, etc. In-Kind Expenses include pro-bono Executive Director,
Board Member, Intern & Volunteer time plus books donated and other In-Kind items. Without the in-kind 
support of our volunteer Board leadership, dedicated volunteer professionals and community members,
and student interns affiliated with our organization, it would not have been possible to realize such a 
successful NINTH  year in operation!

The Changing Children’s Worlds Foundation
2020 Financial Highlights and Donor List

** 2020 Financial Preliminary Results**
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